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THR CURION LINE

The exatern frontier of Feland, later knewn as the
‘Cursen Line", was deserided in a deslaration ppreved
By the Suprens Gounell ef ths Paris Peace Csnferenss
on Decemder £, 1919. .1/ 1t becams knewn as the “Ourzen
Line” in July 1980 when the Eritish attempted e usdiate
in the Peliah-Rugsian Var and, asting thrsugh Lord Surgon,
suggested this line as & Pelish-Bugsian deundary.

The restoratien ¢f an Sadspsndent Poland, whose
froatiers weuld soineide vith ethnie lines, was eslled
for in Presidsat ¥ilasn's Feurteen Points, Paiat XIIX
of which provided that

*An independent Polizh state sheuld be
ersoted vhieh shenld inelude the terriseries
indabited Ly indisputadly Pelish populatiens,
which shewld e assured a free and ssgvre as-
cess tO ths wnea, and whese pelitical and eeo-
nemic indepsnfiense and territerial integrity
oho:ldubo guarasnteed by internatienal sove-
rants. '

Accerdiag te the ng;lan-!abt interpretation, other emerg-
ing natiemalities, “the Fians, the Lithuanians, the Letts,
and perhaps also ... the Wxrainiang’, showld also bs re-
gardsd as deserving the same eppertunity fer free de-
velopment as the Poles. ¥Yith respest to ?2i7na'c anstern
frentier, Neassrs. Lippman and Sobd statesd

‘9n the sast, Peland sheuld reeeive no terri-
toiy %n whieh Lithuaniasns or Ukrainisns prefemi-
aate. "’

L ] [ ] » [ ] L » - »

*The prisciple aa whish frentiers will de
telinited / 1s centained in the President's werd

“indigputadly”.

v A mignred by the Presideat of the Supress fowneil, M.
Clemenssay, Doasnder §, 1919, ND-104, file me. Paris
Peace Oenf. 180.03301/164.

Yorsiss Balatiens, 1918, Supp. 1, p. 467.
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“indisputadly®. This may 1y She taking of anm
impartial census Defere frantiers are asrxed.®

Zisdings of “Yhe Inquiry"

Recomatitution of an independent Peland and the
freatier betwesn Pelgnd and Russia vare earefully studied
by "™he Inquiry”. NHarly in 1919 1t ressmmsnded that
the berder regions of the seutk and west whieh had drekoen
avay from Rugsia and set wp their own natiocnal gevern-
ments, particulsrly the Baltie Previnees and ths Wxraine,
should be enssuragsd to re-unite with Rusaia *if reunien
san he sesemplishied vithin a federalized or goRuinely
densoratie Musgia”. TFinland, Peland, the Armeaisns in
Transeaveasia, and posaidly L&thu;nta were sxsapted frem
this resemnendaticn bdessuse they repressnted

* ... natienalities vhose severanese frem
the Pussisn Empirs weuld met festrey the Russian
ssonomie fadrie, and wenld st the same time 11D
srate pesples v, besause of histeris eppres-
slens and gesgraphiesl peaitien, would probadly
develey a stranger pelitical and ecenomie 1ife
Af permitted teo separate from the rest of
former Buasisn Fapire.® / Map A heravit

¥ith spesifiec referents te Poland, The Inquiry recem-
mended : ~

“1) Thst a) an independent Polish stats De
ontaRliasked which b») shall inglude 1::>g)txably
Folish pepnlatiens.” / Kap D herewit

"2) Tuat a uniea of Pelané and Lithuanis
bs

-3/ The swauary ef ths views of the apseialists who had
sompessd "The Inquiry® and whe Bacanme memders of ths Aseri-
can Sommiesien to Negetiate Pesce appeared ia the *Out-
line of Tentative Rspers and Recsmmendatiens !rtparol »y
the Intelligense Sestion, in Agserdance with ingSrustioens,
for the Prosident ard the Pleripoteatiaries, Januar: 215
1918%, or mere Wriefly as the *Red Beok® or "Blsck Besk
(Pile me. Parie Pease Gonf. 188.118/1, printed in B. N.
un:;:s ¥y Blary at she Soafersmae pf Paris, Vol. 1V,

Pe » ,
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be effeeted, in ¢2idle, with beundaries as
shewn on nap / r’

: 'S) That, 1f this wnien he mat sffested,
Peland and tatﬁnaniu s establishet as mutually
antqpifzfgt tates, vith beundaries net &3 shewn
oR Bap .7, Yat adjusted vo the sthnie fachs in

the Vilna-Gredne-Mimsgk éistrict.’

~ €Genserning the frentiars ef the prepesed Peligh
state, The Iaguiry saild

*If 2 mew Poligh atate ia formed, 1t follews
that the frentiers shwuld bs 4dravh a0 22 %0 in-
sludle all of the Felisk majeritiss sentigueus te
the main greup, Am order not te leavs wpen the
outside Peliah distriats that may ferm the santer
of Arredeoatist movements. :

"The eastera froatier sssigasé on the msp te
the Peligh-lAthuanian-Catholic Wnite Busginn son-
Plex onfht te stand, hesause it 53 dased primarily
en the lins of religlevs 4ivisier detvesn Gathelies
and Orthedex.

“The preposed Peland might inelude en the
soxtheast the Mstly dieputed and vwr!;paz;llng
territery snd pepuiatisn of sastera Saliela,
Angluded Petvasn the sslid and the detted lines
on this map. The regien sheuld be assigned %o
Poland oenly if the Wkraime 18 in its present
state of ehass, and then only as s self-goverming
prevince, guarsatesd hy the Leagus of Natiens '
the right to deside on 1%t2 own allegionce at &
1ater dass. ‘

*If at the time of deeinien by the peses eon-
Tarsnae the Uxrsins shenld give evidenses of
vitality, the disputed Belt sheuld be assigned to it,
Wecanse in that regien the Vkrainiane (altheugh
:try;hngtr;rd in enlture) sutnuader the Polas twe

® One.

The walen of Peland and Lithuania was theught de-
eiradle Dacause of histerie tiee and commen seonenis

interests.
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Anterests. Ihe Inguiry fslt that the Lishuaniane seuld
Ba perswaded ts aaespd ualen LT they wers senveded the
gevy S8 of Yilas, Gredne, and Binek wvhish they eev-
etek. If the unien seuld mat Bz Brought abous, the
drawisg of & bouadary wetwaen FPeland snid Lithwmanis would
prove very diffigult besanze ¥ the d1puia senesrnin
the thres gevernments mentiened. LARgRiry drev y
s teni¥ative Doundary lims ex Nap / 3./ and steted that
the fasks for a 4sfinlilve beundary seuld be #dtained
:zlyiby a sareful sensus seadusted By an iwpariial sen-
s8108.

Iatar-Allied Kisalsa 5o Zelaad

The sending #f as 1ater-Allied csumisaion to Poland
vas C}:z,naaiAhv the Suprene Oeuneil in lsts Jamvary
1919, . Suspisions senserning Pelish inventiens ware
sxpreased ot Thald vime by Baren Semnine and ¥Mr. Lloyd
Geerge, whses Plj{iiﬁ&?..ﬁ?&?ﬁlﬁlis wire less ardent
supperters sf Pelish slains than the governments of
France snd the Taised Staten. AS msstinge of the hipreae
Sounuil en January $5, 1919, the Poligh pssition was
stuSsd Dy K. Beman Duowski viw said that s peint of de- .
parture for Tixing Pelish deundariss sbewld be ¥he ter-
riterisl limi%a of 1VY78, Bafere ihe first parsitien. -
Taess beundaries sheuld be "reetified acasrédiag te presens
v soadiviens®. HRe seuceled that the sastern frentiers of
Poland aheuld Be sursailsd and that dush Aithuania and
xrainia sheuls be sxaluded. 4% the same Time, s wen-
tandsd that Bussia was toe shso¥le %o qualiify fer admls~
slen %o s Lkeagus of Natioms, the Lithusnians wers net
sufficiontly advaneed in nabional wRity er fduals te be
included amonget “the natlens®, and the Wkralnien akate
was really ergasised snarshy. Fer Shese rsacess, *1%
was teo aarly S shiak of Lithusxis oy Wkrainia as in-
dopondant gtates’. If ergaaized as swphrate states,
they eheuld %o united in yone cther state, and as the
Lithmaniane wers slessly slliled $s She Peles, ks sug-
gested Psland as the Dest atate 3o whish they shwuld ¥

unitsd.

4/ B6-7, file me. Paris Peass Geaf. 150.95181/18.
B/ B.15, file ne. Parie Peace Gens. 150.03101/%8,
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united. Decauss of the anarshy prevelant ia the eastera
distriets of ald Risteriesl Poland, the Peles vers "satis-
fied So renocunss these distrists fer the sake of pro-
SOTVIRG pesss snd erder within their ewn berders. _§/

he inter-Allied migaion te Poland, wheee American
aenbers vare Goperal 7. J. Kernsn and Pr. R, K. lerd,
was able %o give little attentisn to the definmitien of
sastern fremtiers durisg its stay in Peland. Aftsr re-
turnixg to Paris, the misalen, a2t 1ts :iyting Aprid 8,
1919, scasliderad feur possidle linss!

(1) the olaim of the Paliek Kinister of Yoraign
Affeivs running esst ef Minek, Pinsk, and Kansasts-Fedelek;

(2) & yropesal by X. Bowlens (Franse) ssmawhat west
of the praseding line, ut slse east of Ningk xad Pinsk;

(3) a line sensidersd ¥y 8ir Byme Noward (Orest
Britalin) as farming & PossiVle Dsals of nagetiations,
runsisng etet of Vilma, Baranevitz, Pinsk and Taraepel;

(4} 2 minimwm 1ins representing ths 1imit of the
territery sensidered by Sir Nsas Neward as insentestably
Polish, Tunalng Juss west of Oraino, esst of Brest-Litsvak
And Just sapt of Praenysl. This 1‘f2f§""°t &ifter
mueh frem the latsr "Gurzen Line". [/ ¥ap © Rerewith -8/ 7

In this iscueaion the Freask and Itslian xexbers
favorsd giving te Peland tarritory sast »f fir Bame
Howsrd's "sminimus’ lize. Sir Nzxs theught it akould net
be given %o Pelanf immedistely as 1% waz nst indabkited
By the Peles, & viev shared by Br. Lord wiw believed the
question might wait wntil Russie had an uiﬁghlauhsd,g:v-
ernmeat. In the meantime, Peland might adsinister the

Ssrritery

8/ BE-16, file ne. Paris Pesce Gonf. 180.95101/53.

~L/  ¥11e »o. Paris Peacs Senf. 101.2136) /31, page 187.

&/ Misutes and repert of the ¥ississ, file nes,
?C'.Vfi}! ? 94/3%3 and Paris Pesae Cont. 181.2134)/81,
page 428,
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territery unfer » mafdate frem the League of Natlons se

as sst te leave it in the Rands of ths Balshevike. Br. lLerd
further propessd that a previsienal freatier should be
drava, to the east of which weuld lie the sontested area

to Do temperarily samisietersd as a sandate, penfing the
dotarmination of ¥he vishes ef ths pepulatisk by = son-
missien of inguiry.

fhe senclusiens of the Kissien on Peland's esstern
frontiers wers prasentsd 1a its repert ea April 17, 19108

*Chs eastern frentiers of Yeland sheuld e
detorminegd, whea sireumsbanses persit, taXxing as-
count of o%h-olrIDHAQ sengiderations snd of the
wishes of the pepulations, wvithout suek freatiers
in any .nno‘hc&n¢-yrq,rgf:i}otod than thess of
the old Gongress Peland.

Ssanissien o0 Falleh Affalrs

The 1ine finally sssepted by the Nupreme Geuneil
as Poland's sastera frentier and subsoquently Qesignated
the "Curzen Line® was arrived at in digsussions of the
Commniesion on Palish Affallres orested ty the Supreme
Geunsil en Fodruary 12, 18}9. Jusriesn repressatatives
g:,:hfilgcnnttcltu wers Pr. Isaiah Bowsan snd Pr. R, K.

Tatil

~2/ Trenslatien frem Genelugiens te the Nigssismlis repers,
£ile ne. Yaris Pease Conr. 181.21301/8), page 478.

10/ Brief dsssriptiens by Prefesser lerd of the Srsatasat
of tha sastera freatier of Feland at the Fease Sosnlsremee

By be tqpul An Naskins and Lerd, Sene % ﬁa ‘z‘uo

Lnni THd (Cambridge, 1950), »9. ‘
YR T " Paris (Mew Yerk, 1SR1),

: r Rpally % Iax
:). §3-88. .!ID?O is alse as aseeur’t By K. J. Patoa,
ritish expart on this freatiar, in Temperlery's
Senf _

of _ihe 2l Parxs, Vel. VI, pp. R74-883,
contsining a veealul map.
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Until Narel 19, 1919, the Comnission was sensernsd
ouly with She iolish besndaries berdering Yerseny sad
Rade ne Anvestigstisn of Foland’s sasterm nad gesthern
frontiers, ponding dselsion by the Bmorene Jeuneil re-
Earding the statiue of Lithwania, She URpe' ne, s«nd ssher
arens, At & meeting of she Ceunell of Ten on Rarch 19,
howsver, Nr, Balfour stated his spinion that e Come
nission should ;n«d vithout delay to fix the prezer
ethnngrachieal 1inits of Feland "in exder thet when the
Conforenss sane %9 deal with the yuestion of g,
::gﬁ:i :20 il u-t%:igtitut&nsg*ﬂalgzza, tt.:anuxt NATE

rare 1% an laperti wigrens®, 8 Jodgzms would
also be usaful S» the Gounell Ar 1% were eslled upon Vo
ad judiente the olaims of Shs Ukrainian delegation,
Aseardingly, st the Oonsisslion’s mesting on Mareh 20,
109, & Suheooanission was s ointed Se stuly e east-
ars Fros ithiern of reland, and prineiples %o be ehserved in
deliniting Shat frontier vere diseusced, Dy, B wAS
of Ste opinlies that 1% would de 4L:ffienls to u@?;r nrin-
siples sush a9 thore on shich the weetern frontier hed
vesn extablished, LR/ General s Fend of Frases Telt

shak

MR

11/ BC-33, file me. Farie Feass Ceaf, 180,01101/86,

% The prirciples follo.ed in detersiting the western

iiler of e .dcpfnr in Aeport o, 1 of the Conmisslion
on Felish Affalrs (file ne, 7aris Yeaee Tonf, 181,213p07/1)
and vers =& followst

*{a.) Thas prissry esaalferation be given %o
Las line of ethale separstion in suek & way as e
ssours the falrest pasnibdls settlensnt Delwesn thas
twe :p?o;a}u songarned,

W) That restifisations of the froatier, in
seue cleaess in faveur of the Foles and in ethers in
favour of the Uersans, be uade where the sthaie faete
sre suNwelighed by ths ciber faste sad prinoiples

LanwaXy

ms Thut due weight be attached %o lines of
raligises sleavage, as, for smawple, in Eaguris,
whiers a Frotestant repaiation exists vhioh fe "olish
5 sreeeh and reee,
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that she Comzission sould net resel: very 4ofinite omneluseions
begause the nelley of ths Allise wiSh regard s Haussia had
not Besn elearly defined and besause ths Jensisclion wvas

got In & poeition %o interre;ats renressnfatives of the
zepulations gonperned.

Plesuesion of the nrinciples o gevern e drexing
of the boundnry »ss seniinued on Kareh 20, vhen the
britieh sabaitied o draft preposal as fellewst

| *Fropossd principlse for the dstarsinetion of
Eastern frontispa of Foleedl

(1) The principles ought in gerersl %0 be the
oxie a8 thoms annlied 1 ihe detersination of the
sentern Frontisps of ioland, (ree Repory Ye, 1lig

{2) The wountary ne ':famut Fgselsn serritoyy
should Be based on tae dsclarstion of She srovieisnal
goveruaenl of “gsela whieh resepgnised Folleh inde~
pondengs in sll recione shers thore wns an otARO~
grachie Folish mejority}

(2) The

(4.} Thes slight sdjusteents be wade in &
iine based on toe above detersining eonsléerntions
wiiarever sieh adjustomle would usake She propesed
line evincide vith & wvallerscognized Line of his-
soriss) 4divisioen, se, for exanple, om the Verders
of the rovines of Pozmenia, uhleh esincide with
“tae fronther of the Kingdes of Foland prior se 1772,

(e.} That natursl scenosie relst!ane and exist
ing aeans of eolsdnisation e taken inte eonailere
ation in ordesy Shat the normsl lndunirial 1ife of
ssoh semsunily sheuld be restored am quiekly »»
possible,

| (f.) That scoemnt be Saken of Wie sx;nsed
siiuAtion of Peland hetwesn Fusels o5 the oue hand
and Gersany on She sther, snd that after all the
a.ove fasters Liave hesn duly takem late sonsidsreation,
at . mmiion s pald te the strenjthaniag of tie defen~
siva fronilers of the new Felish S%ate, While sush
& streagthaning 1z no eaes gives /eiand any advane
Saie for offensive asbion, 1% disinishes %S¢ some ox-
tent the dangers whish tsreaten hey, srposed ss she
is te attask on the sast, the wess, and e north over
unobstrwetad plains wiiish orfer st best But inaly-

nificaut astursl dsfences,”
13/ ¥File ne, Faris Yease Tonf. 181.21.3201/13,
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(2) ™he wrens vhere unsertaiaty sxists as to
the sharseter snd wishes of the populetion camne$
st present be sasi o the Pelish f%ate,

(4) Arter dorining sn Psetern froatier ssoord-
Ang te the above prinolples, the Coumission will
ae8% and cempare the data relative to the territories
situsted Fead of Shis 1ine in so far ae the umion of
any psrt of this serritery wish felond sppears %o be
spelt to sudsequent conniderstien, as £908 us Shere
is a Fussisn Jevermment with vhes the Grest Pevers
eould trest on this question." 14/

AfSer gonalderstion of sever:sl modificsitens, the
following ststennt wir adopted:

*Prineiples for the Determimatien of the Zante
ern Frantiers of Folasd agelmas the Territeries of
the Former Russisa Impire.

1. The snnouncensnt of the ’rovisionsl devera-
ueat of Fmssia, whish recognised the *fermestien of
an : 58 Pelish Htate conelsting of 21} the
ares bited By & majerity of Foles” Le conxidered
&8s the proper basis fer the derinitisn of the fsstern
frontisr of Feland withia the Serritories of she
former Fussizn Impire. ‘ .

2. The souree of thils froatier will be detere
mined seosrding to ths principles whish were follewed
in She derinition of the “estern freatier of 7ol:nd.

3. The districts in Vhieh deudt arises ss %o
the sthaegraskiesl oherseter or wishee of the pope
ulsation sannot as present de assigned te the Follish

f%ate,

4. In prevosin: te the Conferense zn Ssstera
frontier deteruined accoriing e ths adeve prine
siples, the Comnission 28 the sume tims suggesteiee

{8) thes in sertsin sress sent . 4
frontier whioh ore to be deSermined by the
Sexmisaion, sa smquiry should e made into the
etimelegionl, linguistie 2néd religious charseter
end She vishes of ths inhebitants}

{b) shat this emauiry sboulld be mesde, if
passilla, oa the spot '

(e} thnet 2 definite settlement of the
question of the Zxetera frontier of 7eland should
be made ss woon 25 & Russign Jevernmsnt L5 cetabe
1ished, with wvhieh the Orest Povers esn desl
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in vegayd te this queatiam, "ib/

The fube-ssmcission, sven befare the final sdeptien
of tasse nrinsiples, Bad at ite seeting of lareh 28, pro-
couded Lo the exmninasion of seriais pertivas of the
fransisr, smoameling wvith the regioh nerth of Galiels
luovernnens of Kholm), Esligious #%atletiss sud sensus
figures vare sxunined and after sene dissusrivm sr agrese
«aat vas resshsl av Tollews:

e Ameriesn, Itelisn snd Freneh Selegstions
8¢ on ths PEliowing line se ihe Tasteran freuitier

of leland, Ssarting frem the forssy Froutior dDe~
Svesn Austvia-lungary and Pusein, Whe Bug te fors the
frontier from fhe point whore 1% euts Irie fervepy
frontiesr te Sppalin, Bartheast of Iheln, The Rpis

- 34k Lalegation sakse o Ivaorvation as regards tue
slioeatien of We 41asriets of Tounssov and Eradiesswy
sosil sush Sime ag e frantier has Leen Leseribed
in iassers Salleia,” 18/

A farther provisionel sgressent wvas repshad Son0erne
:Mt‘gumfw farther norkl (ragion of restebitovel)
& 5P L

*Batween Opaalin sad dielnik the four Delege~
thons agree Shal the Sug sonstivuses the iaalewn
sthaslsgionl Seundary of “elamd, byt hat the Ques~
ton of the frestier dspenda on the fate of the
Sown of Brest-lLitovek by ressen of 102 positien on
e bug, and 138 impertecde as & wallvay sestye,® JY/

donsemming the nortiers pordion of the line » pres
viclons) agreemsiul wes renshod in She felleving Serws!

*The Aseriens, Itelina and Freueh Dels;ations
agres I cvesslering that north of o %g she gons
:::léuua, paselng mjzﬁaﬁ:, Bielek, &mfﬂ'

relns, nerth of g, snd Pelleving the north-
era 1AniS of e dlatriet of wwalkl, foras the
sestern Aikd northere linits of the terriiery |

UBqusett ennbly

& ne, Farls Fesde Gonf. LB).%)
i u: faria Fease Qent, 1M .
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“dle

engrestionabldy % be assigned o the Follsh iese,

The Erigieh Deleunts nekes s resopvastion pende
ing the obtaining of nore namet infepmation s %
Mg situation In the Aletydel of inkelka,®

Ulsanted Leasls

Rawing Shale eose %0 oa spprexicsation of sn agreed
doundary the Sudecomcissian precesded %0 = rettlenens of
points along SAls lise #3ill in dlapute, Iia the souree
of these Siagussisne the Axzerioan sand Frenegh 4elsgates
gon: relly wore pore Tavorable ¢ Felond uille She Sritish
und Itelisn Asdegnten eontendel for more resiristed Folisa
bountaries, The Zritish rezresenia’sives baned their
Sreukents an sEangreshlesl grounis end on the desip
avilizy of gmuwug Shis oontinulity of inrough reilwj
reuses for sussis, Uy, Lesd used alaterisal sriusents,
and the avidangs of religisus statistiss, snd selated
vat Ghe nsercelity of giving 'oland & defsnsible frontiar,

in sares sestione of tae frestisr e Anerienn and
BpiSish poiate of views wa:e direetly oprésed snd fa sl
thres sases the British sventuslly wvishérew fres their
pasition, The Tiret of thess ensee invelved tis pvuthe
ssatare portion of the Sovaruasnt of Suwvelki o She northe
ern end of tne froutier, where the Sritish Aelsgale ened
sene dachs m the Follish shavester of the iluhaiitante,
shem She Isallian Sedegats, Nercule Gells Torretin, psinted
aut, Rovever, that & vory susll saxber of villages in-
uablesd by non-Poles s lavelved and wrged the sdvantage
of sdorting e M"lenen as a feantier, Sue Evitish Selegate
sgresd to moh & line, wRioh wvex spiginally prepesed by
e, B, ¥, Lowd, she Anarienn delegete, _

e put futio e
The sesesnd purtion of the frontlioer cuneeralng wizieh

the hzerieax snd Uritisk Aelogates presented spres
viewvs was that belwean the ﬁmn sl the Dug, %}n&u

Waught

w rlt' Y9, LML, 2330001 /4,
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=) o

\bugi ét Aesirnble 36 sonsider w" the Sirees 4l
mu. iyelontok and ﬁ viiliak formed a

single wisale, S0P unsll the pud ﬂ uu 440~

tries Mmd mm ss_integrel perd Thevee

aftopy the Whyes éistriets had hm mw ur f'mm satdl

the Fenee o Tilely, and thas By surs secldent Mé Desn

mm from he nﬂ of Folant anéd tmeerseratsd inte

t )

*Bnspraphiosl m Mﬁm tt Sire
three distriets we ” e
vith & bgh prenerts .:‘?.M"%s :mm
¥ on ™ sioms
mnwu rainians Sowapd Ryelestek,’ S0/

Sy. Lard i unmm:ﬁxs&ummmmn
ne Limis “ Foiieh sres lefy she enet »f
trenieiin, mcug ™ e west of sad Bys
cane elose e ) wlostek, e inkiented thet tne axmd
o e R
strengly polesi ::i 168, vas

he Nytsiak delegalde, invon, ws 4is "
Mn tie Proatier sues nn é me and} | cm hat

She Felieh hald upsn Yokella was S%romg, i was met
sonvineod Shal She iln-u anm:u vaferred S8 by iy, Lo
had o Yedlieh "me Woagh the sdesnied slass
Folish and was ol iﬁ nym this 412 a0t sfton
suffisient reasan Tor gest i‘a ares o Felsad,
herefore ;wiftma ts drew frontisy wveat of the J—
nizistrative houndaries, nearer 4o it bo zsasidered e
b e ethaelegiesdl Youndsry. AS She request of the
Chalrean, My, ‘ston selnted out a Llixs thad vewld psss
e ey T e Ry

ok, Xislels wuld be

sutslde, Xlalalk fawite, Mne felish fron

Frefessar de javienns of Trenes agreed vith iy, Leral

vuw ing Mis arsa, ls abosrved that the ﬁn *» y

cmntm ma mu 58 diaee So
m.{ m«

e
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“dde

bs aleariy to the sdvantage of ioland %o pessere, He
suggestod Wiat the Froatisr e dvawa 89 ag 2 leave Ve
wiole of als wailuay %o Foland, Ny, Paten of Gress Frie
Sein sheerved, hovaver, Shat as thie Swwng of Gredne and
crest=idtovel vould probably be left S5 Eussin 1% wes
laperiznd Shat She Milway should resala in “ussisn
territery &% lenot as £ar as Kischebell, 5/

in subrequent Alssussions of Jhls seetion of the

frontier, ar. Lord sdvecated, prixarily sa stmtegis
gomsv s frovsisr folleving she seurse of the Svisloeh,

resslisd that She Commiseion had deslded %o sstablich
the sastam Trentier of Folend aceording ta the sume
g;ﬂmlrx” as the westera frentisrs and Shad estretegle
fu itien asd Been sonstdared i YSuelng the weatemn
frentier. Ihess saonsiderntions vers ¢ren ROre HPIOSsing o
the snnt. IS weuld be sepesially sovise o deprive roland
sf all profegtisn ou e Fussian side and uske Whe frontier
pass wiliin W alles of Sarsaw; thersfore the frontier
sseuld be sarried 10 %0 10 kilamsters enst Prem the \ine
prepesed iu e lass mﬂ% 0 as t¢ glve Foland the de~
fenelve ares af tie Svislosh sad the Bisleveska fererd,

Cush a Mine wus Shought smsellent by the Shalrsan

Penerel 1o isad of Tranew, sinee 1t eonstiitated net ni:

SR laportsat dus:ter but & "Srae salurel line of demnreasion
fron the ostuenie as woll an fros whet wvee preperiy oullet
Sae gragrephils peint of view,® Frafussor 48 Fartenne of

the Freneb 4adegation nlse Faveursd the llse prepused by
irve kard;, Bul e INalisn repressatetive, Narguis Sella
ierretn, “t:‘m % the sdeptivn of & steateghe fremdl.»

sxaleeivaly 3¢ the adwenlage of Feland, Ny, Paton of
uress byitalm a w180 s peint of viow, and stated
Shat fros the sllitary view relat, Ais expaler were of

tae dpialon Shut 4% would be suffislient Ter rolsnd %0 be
sesuiped e Sown of Byelostok, In sy enne, he wav serious
inosnvenienss in sutting tie Eresteolitovenabronchels reil-
way, wiish s balisved should be 1oft eutiyely %o e
zuswisng. Frefessor de Nertouns denenstruted, hiveysr,
Wil siipasnts BeSwesn Brestelitovek and “areav were smeh
greatsr than hons Datwen Bresteliteoves snd “eseev,

in furiaer sr uemt for zoviag She frantier 10 $o 16
kilonaters 9 the &n, Br, m%m et Wais vould

ant

i/ Ina
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ald=

aet affees aa iaportans Muesian 18392088 Dud wvonld DPY-
sent Foland with a wmmu frentisy as greet in Llmpepre
tenes Lo Ber as the Yiine Serritery was %o Frases, ir,
Faton of Great Eritain objested thint Sussis had an fa-
POFSAnS Aakerent An this rPeglom whiish was Resesssry e
iasure “the indissensabtle semmunisstion Deluesn the
serriteriss norti sad seuth of the Fripet sershes, se
Zneh NOrs AAeesENryY Lere LHeosise Eapasls waR 8 SONRLYY
wnere railvends a:s vare”®, On the othery band, iy ‘alos
siatcd that thie line of the Svisleah snd the rtﬂn A s
n;tmm ﬁ::“ a::::m&n m swvering m;; @'m line
o * ¢ we.s rasy bounbary DAEPOSE
4%&, nm . nash Rare sericus shatacle Shan e
Ly eeti.* 12

In the last assting of the lud-sou lesien tae Pritish
sdvenesd & somprenise line for thie arves, “hieh tmr 8l
alitelwe unenlisfagtory ard subssaueally vithd
Sarning o thelr origissl) rtand, AY Wir meeting 5:- lova
sghia insisted wpon the inssavenisnse af lesvl mn- :
tested & fyontier s0 slose S0 the Foliesh enital, vemarke

ing ans
e lins whiek Ao ¢ o8 would iniwed aut
the Brest-Litovex Meilwey, but Wat the mz-za
rwu Srgeteid toveXx mm& Soranevi tatit w1l

1sft S0 the Ruzsisne, “ihnograshic oeaslierstions
:gpnm untuportant in she CiaSpiet of liolshk Deve

ATe WS & sansidarasle Orthedsn, Purther %o ths
sorth She popalasion was Cathellis, sad There vas ao
reasen for mniag 1% rather %o t&m #ussisns than
o e ioles.*

The Mim Sesitre: 34 hong of Franee, tup orted iy,
Lord's selution as ;reviding "a sinple, olear, naiural
frontier, squally satisfastery rrea a &tfmﬁw peint of
view mr Sae e aetghboring sountriss'. T Italisa
aclmnm sansunsed iks resdiness 1o suppeyt say ferasla

~oMld Feselve the 417fevences Betwess e mua
m& the Amsrisan Gele esgptian, whereupen ¥y, Fston of
Great Britain newm shs line agreed 2 by the other

- Aelsgatiens

M -

-

iR/ File ne, farie Pesse Geuf, 1) ,M3MO01/0,
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gﬂﬂ:ti.m ::biz:‘ ::“ui :mﬁﬂ&::‘ shat '% Sewn of
roda , puft y pretected Yoward the taw
snd She Seuth,* B/ i "

Thus the swesion of she froatisr principally in diee
ruts was salilak by she Brisish ressding fros thely
positien 1o faver of tus Lime sdvesnted by by, Lovd as
belng stratagionlly faversble o Feland, The beundary
wae §hen Fized ax Tar seuth a0 ths viednity of Lhels
(bayond whioh 4% was not sontinued degesse the Salisian
cusstion wat sSill uscetiled), and presented 3o the fall
Conalesion om Asrll 30, 1819, By denewl lLe Fasad, wvie
sumusd ap 188 sdwantagzee »8 owsl

% wss The Prontisr subnitted 30 the Uonmireien
hed’ the advantage of helny wery slesar on the 3
alonat evarysvhers 1% followed watarvaye, ihe lakes
in she Smwalki reglom, snd Further ssuth, the lfscen,
the Sxislosx fer s great dlstanse, snd the e,
Lotwoun the Niewen and the Hug 1% -aseed slong the
odige of Sie lawge forsst of igyeloviel »bish ssustituted
a very slear line of Jsmarkation eod a8 the sane time
& goad protestion Fram o wilitary peins of view, 1IN
would be eapy to dsteruine the line s the wpes,

8% nluost evsrysiiere the prepossd Cronsier felloved
netorsl iines or aduinlebretive Sivieions.* 24/

Yie Cemzission unanimously séopted the line prepe
sad askbodied 18 1n a repers lesved Acril 22, 1M19, Wi
report, after stating the principler on whleh deelsions
wers Vaned R/, sonstdered tuelr applieation to rpeeial
umgg &nd recepitalated e Tastors wileh “eleruined the
losasion of these seg=ests of the frontiert

“applisation of Frinciples %o Sreeial Csees,

(n,) Aegien batween dpedne aod SpesteliloveX, In
thie reglon the fronsisrtae bDean 1ale Cown » aertain
éh“:&::i tw»u x:;‘ of tie 11:&3: withir whioh the

ETS Y va 0 bhave s esspast sthasgmyhile sajere
1. Thls has becu Gens An erder to secupe aﬁru
sonneetion betvaen Feland and the olish purs of the
dovernment of fwwalki, and %9 give “eland & satie~
fastory LoTensive frestlier sloug the Hiver Svisloch

and

AR

L&/ 711e me. erin Fease Oemf, 183.737210)/8,
28/ Tile wo, ¥aris Fease Cong, 180, MAEN0L/2S,
25/ Report No. 2 of the Commission on Polish Affalrs.
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o L

and the sdge of Sbs Bislowienks ferest. The fronsier
felleus ths vatursi &“ﬁfﬁmc 1iae of Alvislen in
thie ares and senforme %0 the senosie intereste of
tie inhaditents,

(3.) The Fortressss of - rodan ant Epecteiitevad,

he question of 8 Lwn foriresees Mo Been eonaide
ored very sarefully by tis Comclesion, and while

tae propesed Crontisy excled®d doth touns Tros iolawd,
the Yo gaser are Sreatsd sirevhal QIffarently, In
Lte sase of irest-LAovel Uus Froatlar fallowe the
1ine af She viver gy, +1th As SONAEQENGE LLA% twe
satiying Torts reanin wout of the feansier, The in=-
Sezrity of ths Tortwexs uns thus besn ssavifieed An
viev of the impartance of interf+ring as 1it:ile as
soseisle with tie free savigation of tas river,

which san be Saken as the freantisy in thie regioen
vAtiwat affestlng the eeononic Life oF the Bovasw
raople of mw&hﬁmﬁ whick lise whelly to e

st of the river, In e ence of frofine, on e
otaer Band, the froniler leaver the Fiver Hicmen and
Kesps e SBe wvesd of sll the forte, This solution
has bean adopted salnly Tessuse o sadurt of the

town of 4redne 1lzs te the west of e river; furiber,
the savigaiien of the Klemen ie Par fres haviag the
sen® iaportenes 3¢ Folend &e that of the Pag, In visw
#f the faes WSS ondy & shoert lengih of the ﬁtm
will 130 In Pelisk derritory. In eaek Snee, She aain
eonsidorstlion wiled hey inflastded lie %mé&m
has been thatl af providing for v fres sud saree-
:vum égvelwm‘: of the sesnssin Jife of s towa
in ouentien,

(8.} %The Seritharn 7ars of the Jovernmend of ibeln,

;‘::c M ﬁgﬁ%ﬂz felloxs e N ;{ :&a
Biver : leh S8 e geogveariiesal snd Ristoriesl
Yine of Slvision in this region, In this sres the

ropelation is very nixed, and the Bathealsn eleami,
bentldes belng comparatively saall, ase 14t1l# uationsl
conselousnsss, Thie syaten of Law (ths eode Napeleea)
vas unsi)l 198 the sane¢ as thal fer the rest of Cen~
gress Foland, snd the seenomis Life aud sivilisatiaa
of thir sres s connested wish Felsad rether thss Ath
horeln, In any suel elreusstanees ik nigterie fronie
lers ;- aars nol only % sseure for roland the only
netursl Lline of defenee possible I this sres, but
slee 50 B 1 acesrdases wilth %be intersats of the
lesal popuiatien,” 33/

28/ File ne. Paris Feses Conf, A8L,2IE08/3,
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M sastern Proatier of Foland hed been desided upsn
ﬁvwm ﬂmu m: the Tresty or Yeresilles wep
ned on June 28 m.n. In signing the “reaty, m“cr.
?! ' agresd m;

"The boundaries of Poland not lsid down in She
g rossnt Treaty will e subsegquantly numm by the
rineipsl Allied ond Agsoointed Yowers.®

There the matter rested for sons $ime. On July 19 Free
fossor leord wyote kr, Srew, Jearetlary Gensrel of the
sneriean Comnission te m«nuuu Fastte, that the w
visional freatiasr resommenisd by the Connission

would sesigh %o Felsnd Lmeedistely the Territories tnieh
ere eles¥ly snd wnmnistakadly Folish, had net m basn GoR-
cidered By She Supress mu. Ko reported \ 3

".eclsyond this minizum fromtier there is o bresd
reglon, st preseat vader She escwpatien of Folish
araies, in viich the sthmogrephie situstion and She
desires of the populations are very far from clexy
(meinly the Jevernments of Grodme and ¥ilme),

Esre the Commisclon hns agreed to present » aevw
repondodetining the dowdtful sresr and arh sone
suggestions ss %9 on ultimste eoncultation the
»wuua. but this reperst has 80t yot mu arwn
"pa

Dr. lomd sgein ralsed the susetion of Folend's
Esatera tmtur 2t ¢ weeSing of the imeriech Commissionsrs
ﬁ énmu Advisors on iuguet 13, 1918, Ks nueried

o

$ane the restarstion of Russia, volsnd should
be lefs withaut any ximd of freatier on the Last, or
vhetier ahe should recaivs some iind of gww:.nannl
frontiers until theve is ¢ resognized govermmend in
’tuuh sgua after vhiek there will have to Do an
tvesn Felend and Ewesle, amd vorx Drog-
mm thers will havs to be s mediation by the
Lesgue of Hetioms.*

s i

22/ File mo. Puris Pesse Conf. 181.2132/28.
EN/ File me. Parie Pesee Conf. 184.00001/137,
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Ee alee varned ihat uniass stens were taken to fix as
iesst previsional rrontisre asricus fighting wight sven
Sake pises Detwasa S:w iales and She Lithwenisms,

The 1iee south of the parellsl of fheln was Saken up
by the Subessi lesion on e Esstern freutiors of solend
&t 148 neeling of Auguet E7, 1910 snd ke ineriean snd
British delcgates sgain presented differsat einls of view,
tha Sritiehs putsing forwmrd n 1ine based on sthasgrupbie
sonsideralions and Sr. iowk fovering the lloae of the Bug
begnnse of A% gecursphieal sdvantagen, its smsxmo{
and s religices ferenses orf the pevulation, The liae
preresed by the Nritish felloaved in large yart the sduin-
1otrative boundary and was Shel drawn ap:Teeisdly % the
wens of $he Bug Yise. br, Lerd pretested thet 1% weuid e
ispoesidle 50 Yuee an etinie baundary in Sils eonfused
region vBere, in fagh, the Auvstrian sesuration had redoced
& gread P réion of the erthedox elemsat, und whore thare
kad never Maexn 3 mesional Ruthenlian suwwesens, 76 senld
S5 A0 APPETIMS Tenssa Tor “separsiing frex Foland the
serritery situated between ihs Rug snd the frentier en~
v.tngoa'{' the Ivitlist delogation, when this Serrisery nas
hesa SaNinatel)y Doand So Felsnd for six Busdred yearvs,'
altasugh Liswtmant Colensl AKlseh of the Zricish dalepe-

tien sontended Yhat s line prepesed by his delegaiion
vuld be defipded on zewgrerhioal a8 well as

greande, She Trensh and 1% B reapresentatives sansunsed
wesealves as feverable te the Hug lise, The Eriligh

selegrrien Sharenpin »Liihirew i1ts srenesal sad acsepied
t«at.ﬁau of e Sug, ﬁ‘ |

~ hanseas FOr 3he selselish of ths ling of tUw 5&3 as
sinted 1 “epert No, 6 of the Comuiseden en Felish Affairs
weret

the frentier line of She Bug propessd by ke ert
kg, 2 and s preasnd Ferors forced e freatier e
;::gn e kughon of Folsnd and Fuseis Tres 1519 %o
| Frou she geoginphienl peint st view She line of
Bug eonstitules & salisfastery frentier, indlisputatly
Auperier 52 aey o\ker 38 s founk An this Fist regien,
siish i destitute of ssture)l Teatwres. It asaigne

L 1]

e e

$8/ 7ile ne, Farle Fenss feaf, 161,2L3801/48,
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Polend & territery Aed by & nixed populatisn,
uﬁamuMMautuc Russiane ia
mmmmmum + Wao have, hawever, ale
vays lived and still live ul%l#%l &M vAth the
s vithoul shoving any separsiist Jendeneien, It
38 2186 Reaesssry %0 point out that simse the ssusenee~
sent of the war, pert of the Little Zussism pepue
Lxtien has suitted the country, the suigrants having
been roplaced Dy Foles. It is probable thet, st the
§ﬂtlﬁ‘l pte the =res in a&u%m containe B Poliad

RE
%nmut, this reglon hus formed part of iolend
fer elesse upon six xmim years; 1t hes ofly been
ssparated frem her on twe oesasionst in 1P1E, by the
formar Fussisn Government, whish war pursulng in the
Previnse of Xholm » nuﬁanum poliey condenned
oven in Ruseis by 1libersl ﬁgwaﬁ and in 1918, by
the interveation of the German and Auwstrian Jevera-
menta, st the Sime of the conslusion of the Sreste

iisevek ?mt
rm the esongmioc point of viev, the

t&ﬂitﬂﬁ‘)‘ iu &&ua sannsated um Peland, and the
srand of 2l) its intercourss 48 Par apre tmm the
¥9nt Shan sowards the Lest.

For these ressens the Comxission is unsnimeus
7:1?“, to the %upreas Council the line desorisved
bove,

on nmm ocoasions Dr. lovd had ralsed the jusetion
s2 to whether the frontier approved by the Comsissien was
to be regsrded us “previsional® sr "definitive’. &t the
u:uu of the “wbesonsission on August 29, lllt :

Chairmsn snswersd this e&mwsutmmtmslm

would sonstitute = minlsum frontier for Peland, the mexie
nal frontier to be disoussed later with mux. A% his
sugzeation the Comuission approved the folloving poliey.

*fo the west of the line Wreoed by the Uome

nission, the soversignty of Peluné Ln definisive;
te She Last, Polsnd Mow hes rights coquired threugh

w File . Peris Pence Sont . 1&&&3%“‘
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wlw

» 48 Laaka sovapation, and snly Shese Fighia) lSbese
FAEhis aFe subjast S0 & subsequent revisien after
aegetintions i Sh Rusals, She W ¥ations
balng Arbiter betvsen Russtla wnd Folmnd.* B/

wh’m mgt umugmm;ﬂg%’
without sotsidemation of Li%s delalle, IR ks eoures of
e dlssuasion, Alr tyre Crowe of Great Britala stated
that b appreved ke prepesals of She Comnission as aid
#ry Folk, Whe Anepipan delsgate, whe regarded Shen s»
leaving Folend & ehoias Batwosn twe soalutions,

*{a) The sesentanes of She alnisum Lline pre=
posed 1a ibe ComuitSowts wererds, vith the ssrerense
ShiS Sbis lina wemld 5of prejwiiee any fature ne-
¢ollations regarding Shais frontlier after ks ree
sttshiiskaant «f Faneix sr the shicining of safiew
rfaatery Lafernailon pegariing the denires of ibs
roepls %0 e eant of Shix frentisr] or

*(3) 1seviaz She detereiustion of Shis easterm
frentbior entirely opan wntll sueh tiwe as fusels end
Foland eonelifered 1t roasitle 36 maxs & 4Aofinlte
sestisnens,.* B8/

In repersing these s»Siape 1o s Zesvetary af Ivels,
s, drew on SepSesber N0, 1919, wrote Shat the rererds of
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